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	 Lapses	in	school	attendance	are	associated	with	a	number	of	negative	consequences	for	adolescents	as	well	as	the	communities	in	which	they	live.	Missing	school	is	associated	with	poorer	school	performance,	greater	participation	in	risk-taking	behaviors,	and	greater	risk	for	dropping	out	of	school	all	together.	1,	2,	3,	4,	5,	6	Truancy	is	also	associated	with	increased	neighborhood	crime.	7	Previous	research	has	identified	a	number	of	demographic	characteristics	associated	with	school	absenteeism.	As	age	increases,	truancy	also	increases.	8	Being	from	a	lower-income	family	is	associated	with	greater	numbers	of	school	days	missed.	5,	9	LGBTQ	youth	are	also	at	greater	risk	of	missing	school	as	a	result	of	fear.	10		 A	number	of	physical	and	behavioral	health	conditions	have	been	identified	as	correlates	of	increased	school	absences	for	children	and	adolescents.	Both	chronic	conditions	such	as	asthma	and	infectious	conditions	such	as	influenze	are	associated	with	missed	school	days.	11	The	odds	of	missing	school	among	children	who	were	awakened	in	the	night	by	asthma	increased	with	the	numbers	of	nights	that	they	were	awakened.	12	Research	shows	that	students	who	are	overweight	and	obese	9,	13	also	suffer	from	more	school	days	missed.	Dental	pain	led	students	with	poor	oral	health	to	be	almost	three	times	more	likely	to	have	school	absences	than	those	who	did	not	have	poor	oral	health.	14	Mild	and	severe	depression	6	as	well	as	ADHD	with	comorbid	depression,	anxiety,	and	phobias	15	have	all	been	linked	to	absenteeism.	However,	these	relationships	could	suffer	from	endogeneity	(endogenous variables are correlated with the error term often as a result of 
uncontrolled confounding or reverse causality between the independent variable of interest and 
dependent variable);	thus,	the	actual	effect	and	the	direction	of	effect	may	be	unclear.	16	
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variables related to events that would make an adolescent feel unsafe were controlled for 
including exposure to violence and being threatened or injured with a weapon, some of the 




































Variable Proportion (SE)  
Dependent Variable  
Days of School Missed per Month due to Feeling Unsafe  
    Zero Days 0.93 (0.01) 
    One Day 0.04 (0.00) 
    Two-Three Days 0.02 (0.00) 
    Four or More Days 0.01 (0.00) 
Covariate of Interest  
Electronically Bullied [Past Year]  0.15 (0.01) 
Other Independent Variables  
Grade    
    Grade 9 0.27 (0.01) 
    Grade 10 0.26 (0.01) 
    Grade 11 0.24 (0.00) 
    Grade 12 0.23 (0.01) 
    Grade Other 0.001 (0.00) 
Female Sex  0.50 (0.01) 
Race   
    White 0.54 (0.03) 
    Asian 0.03 (0.01) 
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    Black 0.14 (0.02) 
    American Indian/Alaskan Native 0.01 (0.00) 
     Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander 0.01 (0.00) 
     Multiple Hispanic 0.10 (0.01) 
     Multiple Non-Hispanic 0.04 (0.00) 
Hispanic Ethnicity 0.10 (0.02) 
Exposure to Violence [Past Year] 0.40 (0.01) 
Threatened [Past Year] 0.07 (0.00) 
Overweight or Obese 0.30 (0.01) 
Asthma 0.22 (0.01) 
Felt Sad or Hopeless at Least Two Weeks [Past Year] 0.30 (0.01) 
Considered Suicide Seriously [Past Year] 0.17 (0.01) 
Marijuana Use [Past Month] 0.24 (0.01) 
Binge Drinking [Past Month] 0.06 (0.00) 
a	Estimates	presented	are	weighted,	imputed	estimates	as	a	baseline	comparison	to	the	multivariate	model,	which	also	presents	weighted,	imputed	estimates.	
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Table 2. Relative risk ratio of all model covariates on likelihood of missing days of school per 
month due to feeling unsafe (N=13,554).a 
Predictor One Day of School 
Missed per Month 
(Unadjusted rate = 
0.037) 
Two-Three Days of 
School Missed per 
Month 
(Unadjusted rate = 
0.019) 
Four or More Days of 
School Missed per 
Month 
(Unadjusted rate = 
0.014) 
 RRR SE p-value RRR SE p-value RRR SE p-value 
Electronically Bullied [Past 
Year]  
1.77 0.20 <.0001 2.08 0.41 .001 1.77 0.38 .01 
Grade (Referent: Grade 9)                   
    Grade 10 1.21 .23 .33 1.00  0.29 .99 0.97 0.26 .92 
    Grade 11 0.72 0.15 .12 1.15 0.27 .55 1.56 0.37 .08 
    Grade 12 0.61 0.12 .02 1.03 0.19 .86 1.30 0.38 .37 
    Grade Other  0.05 0.06 .01 0.00 0.00 <.0001 1.15 0.72 .82 
Female Sex  0.60  0.07 <.0001  0.51 0.08 <.0001 1.32 0.25 .14 
Race (Referent: White)                   
    Asian 0.74 0.26 .40 0.93 0.63 .92 3.02 1.41 .02 
    Black 1.12  0.20 .52 1.47  0.39 .15 2.27 0.71 .01 
    American Indian / 
    Alaskan Native 
 3.10 1.25 .008 4.09  1.57 .001 2.56 1.62 .15 
     Native Hawaiian / 
     Other Pacific Islander 
0.82  0.50 .75 2.22  1.43 .22 2.38 1.53 .19 
     Multiple Hispanic 1.65  0.34 .02 1.81  0.51 .04 2.20 0.54 .002 
     Multiple Non-Hispanic 0.92  0.24 .74  1.22 0.52 .65 2.22 1.12 .12 
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Hispanic Ethnicity 1.30  0.29 .25 1.34 0.32 .22 1.62 0.51 .14 
Exposure to Violence [Past 
Year] 
1.68 0.21 .001 1.50 0.30 .05 2.64 0.80 .003 
Threatened [Past Year] 2.93 0.48 <.0001 8.88  1.88 <.0001 10.20 2.37 <.0001 
Overweight or Obese 0.84 0.15 .34 1.17  0.22 .42 1.22 0.26 .36 
Asthma 1.21  0.17 .19 1.09 0.21 .66 1.34 0.30 .22 
Felt Sad or Hopeless at Least 
Two Weeks [Past Year] 
 2.36 0.44 <.0001 3.08 0.52 <.0001 1.77 0.35 .006 
Considered Suicide 
Seriously [Past Year] 
0.86  0.13 .33 0.80  0.16 .27 1.49 0.36 .11 
Marijuana Use [Past Month] 1.10  0.15 .50 1.01 0.27 .98 1.55 0.41 .12 
Binge Drinking [Past Month] 0.78 0.20 .34 0.52 0.19 .09 2.68 0.86 .02 
a Bolded results indicate significance at the alpha=.05 level or below. 
